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Date of Hearing:  July 2, 2025 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Juan Carrillo, Chair 

SB 482 (Weber Pierson) – As Amended June 23, 2025 

SENATE VOTE:  34-0 

SUBJECT:  Roster of public officials:  local government 

SUMMARY:  Requires city and county officials to electronically submit an updated list of local 

officials to the Secretary of State within 120 days of each general election. Specifically, this bill: 

1) Requires, no more than 120 days after each general election, the governing body of each city, 

county, or city and county, or their delegated local entity, including, but not limited to, the 

office of the city clerk or the office of the county administrator, to submit to the Secretary of 

State by electronic means an updated list of local elected or appointed officials for 

publication in the roster of public officials, as described in existing law. 

 

2) Provides that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this bill contains costs 

mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs 

shall be made pursuant to current law governing state mandated local costs. 

 

EXISTING LAW: 

1) Requires, whenever an appropriation is made by the Legislature for the purpose, the 

Secretary of State to compile, publish, and distribute a roster of the State and local public 

officials of California. [Government Code (GOV) Section 12240] 

 

2) Requires the Secretary of State to cause the roster to be printed and to distribute copies free 

of charge, as follows: To the Governor, 50 copies; to the Lieutenant Governor, 30 copies; to 

each member of the Senate and to each member of the Assembly, 30 copies; to each elective 

State officer, each head of a State department, each county clerk, each public library upon 

request, each Governor and each Secretary of State of a State of the United States, one copy. 

The remaining copies may be distributed, singly and free of charge to any person requesting 

them. (GOV Section 12241) 

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, pursuant to Senate 

Rule 28.8, negligible state costs. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Bill Summary and Author’s Statement. This bill requires city and county officials to 

electronically submit an updated list of local officials to the Secretary of State within 120 

days of each general election. This bill is sponsored by California Secretary of State Shirley 

N. Weber. 

 

According to the author, “This proposal will help facilitate regular and systematic publication 

of the Cal Roster. In addition to improving the accuracy of official records, this measure 

promotes greater transparency and accessibility for the public. Accurate and up-to-date local 
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government data is essential for facilitating communication between state agencies and local 

officials, ensuring accountability. 

 

“By mandating that local governments submit updated rosters within 120 days of each local 

general election, the legislation aims to create a more responsive and accurate public record. 

Government should be transparent, accessible, and current. As written, the bill will promote 

greater efficiency, accuracy, and transparency in the publication of California's government 

officials, benefiting citizens, public servants, and government entities alike. It’s a simple yet 

effective approach to ensuring that the public has access to up-to-date information about their 

elected and appointed representatives.” 

 

2) Background. The Secretary of State is the state official responsible for keeping correct 

records of all official acts of the state government.  The Secretary of State also serves as the 

chief elections officer of the state, and maintain records of various public and private entities, 

including local agencies.   

 

Since 1946, whenever the Legislature makes an appropriation for the purpose, the Secretary 

of State must compile, publish, and distribute a roster of state and local public officials (SB 

1138, Fletcher and Burns, 1945). This document is known as the California Roster, or the Cal 

Roster. The Secretary of State then distributes this roster to state and local offices, as well as 

the public.   

 

3) Arguments in Support. California Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber, sponsor of this 

measure, writes, “The Cal Roster serves as both a vital reference directory and a historical 

record of California’s elected and appointed leadership. While current law requires the 

Secretary of State to publish this information annually, it does not place a corresponding 

requirement on local governments to submit updated rosters, nor does it establish a deadline 

for doing so. As a result, publication of the Cal Roster is often delayed as our office must 

repeatedly follow up with individual jurisdictions that fail to respond to the annual data 

request. 

 

“SB 482 addresses this inefficiency by establishing a clear and reasonable requirement: local 

governments must submit updated rosters of elected and appointed officials within 

120 days following each local general election. This modest change will: 

 

1. Ensure the Cal Roster remains accurate and up to date, 

2. Streamline the publication process, and 

3. Enhance public access to reliable and timely information about their government. 

 

While this bill creates a new reporting mandate, it does not impose additional costs on local 

governments, as they already submit this information to the Secretary of State, although often 

not in a timely manner. SB 482 simply ensures timely and consistent submission of that data 

to the Secretary of State, facilitating in turn timely publication of the California Roster.” 

 

4) Arguments in Opposition. None on file. 
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REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

California Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber 

Opposition 

None on file 

Analysis Prepared by: Angela Mapp / L. GOV. / (916) 319-3958


